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SIMON

ASSISTED MOBILITY
FOR OLDER AND IMPAIRED USERS

Vis's

PRESENTATION

Welcome to thefourth issueof the SIMON newsletter

SIMON (asSlstedMobility for Older aNd impaired users)is a demonstration
project with four large scalepilots in Madrid, Parma,Lisbonand Readingaiming
to uselCTserviceso promote the independentliving and socialparticipation of
mobility impaired people in the context of public parking areasand multiple
transportmodes

It focuseson the reduction of fraud in the pre-ICT implementation of the
European Disabled Badge for public parking areas and the use of specific
multimodalnavigationsolutionsfor elderlyand peoplewith disabilities

SUMMARY

Thesecondhalf of 2015hasbroughtalot of activitiesin the SIMON project The
small scalepilots, finishedby summer,produceda lot of information that was
later assessednd which resultedin a lot of suggestionsand improvementsto
beimplementedin afine-tuning processof SIMON servicesand applications

Thesesmall scaletests where carried out both internally (safety, coherence,
technicalfeasibilityX) and externally (usability and accessibilitywith users) An
initial assessmentof the first SIMON prototype was produced and the
evaluation of the user experienceconcludedwith a real improvement of the
SIMONLEADSpp, now definitively calledSIMONMobile, freely availableat the
GooglePlayStore!

Themain milestoneduringthesepastmonthshasbeenthe start of the big scale
pilots. Madrid, Lisbon,Parmaand Readingour new partner) havestartedto test
the SIMON servicesat their citiesin real settings Thesepilots will be running
during severalmonthsandwe invite all the interestedstakeholdergo be part of
them. Citizenscan learn more in our website, www.simonprojecteu, in which
tutorials, videosand additionalinformationis available

Many disseminationactivitieshavebeen carriedout to showhow we are doing
in SIMON. Someothers are already confirmed for this third and last year of
project, 2016 We invite you to read this newsletterand discoverwhat canbe
doneto supportmobility for disabledandelderlyusers
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SIMON CONSORTIUM

AETRA Investigacion y Desarrollo,
S.A(Spain); Project Coordinator

AIBV¢ Institute of Biomechanics of
Valencia(Spain)

AMadrid City Counci{Spain)
ALocoslatGmbH (Germany

ACRTM; Consorcio Regional de
Transportes de Madri{Spain

Alnfomobility SpA(ltaly)

AEMELg Empresa Publica Municipal de
Mobilidadee Estacionamentale
Lisboa(Portuga)

AUniversidad Politécnica de Madri@iair)
AReading3oroughCouncil (UK)

etra|D £ LOCOSLAB

(OCALIZATION OPERATING SERWICES
i MADRID/

CONSOR-oe
Tﬂﬂsﬁ%

2z
VX MOBILITY

Working Better With You



http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://www.simon-projcet.eu/
http://simon-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/IBV.jpg

PROJECT MEETINGS
SIMON 8th Project Meeting in Essen

Locoslabhosted the eighth meeting of the SIMON project, held on the 20th and 21st of
Octoberat the Universityof Duisburgessenn Essen(Germany)In this meetingwe formally
welcomedour new partner in the SIMON Consortium the ReadingBorough Council The
fourth SIMON pilot wasthus officially presented and the new partner started the work to
catchup with the mainprojectactivities

Duringthe meetingthe SIMON partnersreviewedthe work done up to date, and discussed
about the pilot methodologyto ensurethat the information can be gatheredfrom the use

the citizensdo with the SIMONMobile app. The evaluation plan and possibleindicators
where also reviewed Additional topics that were discussedduring the meeting were the

exploitationstrategyanda specificsessioraboutthe roadmapfor deployment

The pilots have alreadystarted! If you live in Madrid, Lisbon,Parmaor Readingyou could
join us and test the SIMONproductsand services Youcanfind more information and even
registerfor the pilotsat our website simon-project.eu

CONSORTIUM ACTIVITIES
Theconclusionsof the SmallScalePilot and the SIMONapp fine-tuning

The SmallScalePilotingphasehasprovento be very usefulto test a first releaseof the SIMON applicationsand servicesandto
pavethe way to the LargeScalePilot phase The Consortiumdecideto go beyond only checkingrobustnessand also assessed
usabilityaspectsand the mobile appsasa whole. Thus,the involvementof the SIMON UsersGroupwasessentialto succeedand
the resultswere takenasinputsto perform the ICTservicesand applicationsfine tuning . Asa final stepin the adaptationto the
citiesinfrastructures.the new refined servicesare deployedandthe new versionsof the citizenand controllersappsare readyto
beused SIMONMobileisavailableat the GooglePlayStore!

AdaptedexistingICTinfrastructures

Thelasttechnicaltaskpreviouslyto the start of the demonstrationphasehasbeenmadefor adaptingthe existinginfrastructures
anddatain the pilot sitesto enableSIMONservicesand applicationsvorkingwith them

Animportant effort hasbeen madein theselast monthsto ensurethe successfubdaptationof the systemsand datasetsin the
Madrid, Lisbonand Parmasites in order to make the SIMON servicesand applicationsoperational in the pilots. A lack of
standardizationin data formats and methodshasbeenan obstacleto be solved,since,eventhe information model and services
specificationwere previouslyproposedaccordingto the referencearchitecture,the reality is that there is a needto adaptthe
dataavailableat eachof the citiesto allowthe correctperformanceof the SIMON system

Pilot tests

have started testing the SimonApp with disableusers,relatives,etc. Until today they have
testedabout20 peopleto seehow the appis working Eachpersonfilled in a questionnairein

order to checkthe experienceon usingthe appsand services Thepilot applicationof SIMON
project have been carried on by the Infomobility staff. Thetestimonial of the project for the

city of Parmais the Paralympicchampion Norberto De Angelis former linebackerof the

Italiannational AmericanFootball

Madrid hasdefined severalareasin the city to checkthat the userscanseethe statusof the

andthe disableduserscannavigateto them and validatethe on-street parkingasa userof a ' ~3
Blue Badge In this sense,an initial deployment of blue badgesis already scheduledand
participantsare learninghowto usethe new system

Lisbonhasdefinedthe parkingzonesand the EMELEnforcementOfficersare startingto test
the applicationwith usersin parallelto the largerdeploymentof badges

In Reading asthey haverecentlyjoined the consortium,they are informing the usersabout
the SIMON apps,andalsorecruitingvolunteersto test the apps



http://simon-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/20151020_100454.jpg

NEWS
SIMONMobile availableon the Google Play stote

We are happyto announcethat the SIMONMobile is now freely available
on the GooglePlaystore!

SIMON Mobile is an application for navigation, orientation and parking
designedfor personswith reduced mobility. In Madrid, Parma,Lisbonand
Readingijt providesaccesdo important accessibilitynformation suchasthe
location of disabledparkingspotsor the location of elevatorsand rampsto
accesssubway stations With SIMON Mobile, it is possibleto compute
walking, driving and transit routes and use step-by-step navigationduring a
trip.

SIMONMOobile integrateswith a new conceptof the EUparkingcardfor the
disabled(commonlyknown asBlue Badge}hat is currently beingtestedin a
large-scale pilot running at several Europeancities The goal of this ICF
enhancedbadgeis to reducethe fraudulent use of disabledparkingbaysto
ensure that they are available to the personsthat really need them.
Combinedwith a SIMON disabledbadge, disabledcitizenscan use Simon
Mobile to validatefor parkingandto viewthe usagehistory of their badge

The applicationis currently availablein the Android versionand it can be
downloadedfree from the GooglePlayStore

Youcanfind the link in the SIMON website http://simon -project.eu.

Users of Madrid, Lisbon, Parmaand Readingcan also request, via this
website,to participatein the pilot testswith the new blue badgeto test the
validationfunctions

b Google play
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To validate for parking at your current
posation, please hold your phone over
your NFC badge or scan the QR code on
your badge.

Thelast versionof SIMONMobile includesa new feature that is able to
displayindoor mapson top of the outdoor maps

Thisnew feature worksasfollows. Whenmovingthe mapto anareawhere
a building planis available the app will show additionalbuttons to switch
betweenthe floor plansof different levels Thereby the appwill only show
the buttons for the levelsthat can be seenin the current view. Once
movingawayfrom the area,the view will switch backand the buttons will
disappear

This feature will permit to identify the accessibilityfacilities in buildings
such as metro stations elevators,ramps, wheelchairaccessesetc. This
feature is, by now, availablefor Madrid and is an exampleon how SIMON

canusethe big dataof the citiesto provideinformation aboutaccessibility

»

The SIMONConsortiumhasdevelopeda promotional video,
with the participation of all the partners, to explain the

YoulIlli} activities and the importance of the SIMON Project .
Interviews and images provide a good support to \!Q ’ ’ o5 =

understandwhy ICTtools canhelp mobility impairedusers.

Havealookat it at our YouTubechannel!!
Youcanfind it asSIMONProject mobility and parking for disabledcitizens
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CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

SIMONpresentedat the ITSWorld Congress

Eva Mufioz from ETRApresented SIMON Project at the 22 ITSWorld Congressin
Bordeaux (Francé last October 2015 The presentation showed the servicesand
applicationsthat are beingdeployedand introducedthe big scalepilot that hasrecently
startedin Madrid, Lisbonand Parma s

The ITS World Congressis an annual international
conferencefocusedon Intelligent TransportSystemsQOver
10,000 international ITSexperts, professionalspublic and
private sector leaders,academicsyesearchersgengineers
and students, representingall cornersof the ITSindustry,
havegatheredat thisimportant event

SIMONiIn DRBALL

SIMON Projectwas presentedon the 24th of Septemberat the DRTBALL congressin
Madrid. ResearcheAlberto Ferreradrom IBVshowedthe servicesand applicationghat
are being deployed and encouragedparticipantsto join the
big scalepilot recentlystartedin Madrid, Lisbonand Parma

Attendees were very interested in the project, especially
about the possibilitythat the results canlead to a common
Europeardefinition of the disabledparkingbadge

DRBALL was the VI International Congresson Design,
ResearchNetworks, and Technologyfor all, organized by
- ONCEFoundation for cooperation and social inclusion of
personswith disabilities Its main goal was getting to know
about the latest advancesin ICT supporting independent
. livingof peoplewith functionallimitations.

SIMONProjectin AAATE2015Conference

JuanV. Durafrom IBVpresentedthe SIMON project at the 13th edition of the AAATHthe
interdisciplinarypan-Europeanassociatiordevotedto all aspectsof assistivetechnology)
ConferenceThiseventwasheld Septembedth-12th, 2015 in BudapestHungary

Thepresentationtook part at a specificpanelabout mobility
(technical aids, accessibilityand usability) The event has
been also an opportunity to share information and
experienceswith professionalsand institutions that are
working in similar projects and that are interested in the
SIMON activities

Infomobility presentedSIMONat CIVITASorum

The 13th AnnualForumof CIVITAShttp://www .civitaseu/) washeldin Ljubljanalast7 - 9
October 2015 an EuropeanUnion co-funded initiative in charge of mobility policies,
infrastructure,innovativetransportmeansto improvethe livability of the urbancenters

During the conference, which was an important
opportunity to sharethe results with international
policiesand to promote together new strategiesin
the development of sustainable urban mobility,
SIMON project was presentedby EugeniaCapone,
of the Infomobility office of European projects,
during a specific workshop at this Forum
aboutMobility solutionsfor a moreinclusivecity.

SIMON USER GROUP

TheProjectcountson the support
of the following organisations,
which form the SIMON User
Group

AGE platform Europe (network
representingover 30 million older
peoplein Europe)

EPA (European
Association)

Parking

POLISnetwork of Europearcities
and regions working together to

develop innovative technologies
andpoliciesfor localtransport)

CERMI Madrid (the Spanish
Committee of Representativef
Persons with Disabilities of the
Regionof Madrid)

Union Democréatica de
Pensionistas Y Jubilados de
Espafia UDP (Elderly Spanish
Association)

ANMIC (Italian National
Associationof Civil Impaired and
Handicapped People ¢ Parma
Region)

Universitadegli studi di Parma

ACAPO (Association of blind
peopleof Portugal)

Municipality of Lisbon

POLD}  /ice)

EPA
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PILOTSITESLAUNCHEVENTS

T sl W ) WS | Parma

Infomobility has been working in the recruitment of different usersgroup with

disabilitiesto disseminatethe SIMON project in Parma The working group has
beenproducingpressreleasego inform the massmediaabout the ongoingof the

project Thesociety,after meetingone to one, organizedalsothe secondSIMON

UserGroupworkshopin ParmalastJune2015 Thisworkshopaimedto encourage
bigger collaboration between all stakeholdersin the area of mobility and
accessibilityof cities Thenextaim of Infomobility staffisto meet institutionsthat

couldbe interestedin the SIMONactivitiesto createa network of collaborationto

disseminatethe concept

Madrid

Alauncheventtook placelast Octoberlst at the CERMfacilitiesin Madrid. Peoplewith
mobility impairmentsattendedthis workshopin which the Madrid pilot site activitiesin
the context of the SIMON project were explained and the processto involve the
participants andtheir were detailed

With this eventthe pilot testsin Madrid haveofficially started. Theusersthat attended
the meeting will participate testing the products and servicesoffered by SIMON in
different programmedactivities Underan incrementalapproach,it is expectedthat the
number of participantsis increasedin the next weeks,alsowith a more stable system
whichallow usto assesscalabilityissues

Lisbon

Nuno Sardinha Senior Technicianof the Mobility and TransportDirectoratein EMEL,
presented the SIMON project and activities at the 3rd Conference ¢Cidades
Inteligentesc Cidadesdo Futurcé (SmartCitiesg Future Cities)that took placein Lisbon
last December2™, 2015 Lisbonpotential userswere encouragedto download and
installthe & { L aah2bo Aapptat wasalreadyavailableat the GooglePlayStore

Abroadaudienceattendedthis event entrepreneurstechniciansand specialistdn the
fields of energy, environment and telecommunicationsand ICTs, policymakers,
membersof the publicadministration,studentsand other participantsinterestedin the
field of smartcities

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
TRA-TRANSPORT RESEARCH ARENA

We are pleasedto announcethat SIMON project will be presentedat the 6" EuropeanTransport
ResearciConferencahat will take placethe next 18 ¢ 21 April2016in Warsaw(Poland)

Throughthe maintheme & a 2 @Rogivard InnovativeSolutionsfor ¢ 2 Y 2 NJAR2 & Q &Tvarisgo#
ResearchArena 2016 is the most important transport researchevent in Europe,gatheringevery 2

yearsthe keystakeholdersresearchersexperts,operators,industryand policy-makers TRANSPORT RESEARCH ARENA
CONGRESO CIUDADES INTELIGENTES
We are happyto saythat the abstractélLasciudadesinteligentesante el reto 0
ppyto Say g %7 | CONGRESO

de la inclusionde los colectivosdiscapacitado® connecesidade$ a LIS O .. '/
(Smartcities facing the challengeof inclusionof peoplewith disabilitiesor ﬂﬂ A
specialneeds)has been acceptedfor a final paperto be presentedat the :
SmartCityCongress

Thiscommunicationintroducesthe SIMON systemfocusingthe city of Madrid, one of the pilots in which the systemis being
demonstrated It will showhow to enhancethe userexperiencethrough ICTadaptingthe existingMadrid infrastructure
ThisSecondSmartCitiesCongresswvill promote the exchangeof knowledgeand experienceson SmartCitiesin Spain,with the
useof technologyandinnovationasthe maintoolsfor the city development

CIUDADES INTELIGENTES
Madrid 13-14 Abril 2016




PARTNER PROFILE

&% Reading

BOROUGH COUNCIL

ReadingBoroughCouncil

We are happyto announcethat a new pilot city hasjoined the SIMON Project
Reading,located in the ThamesValley approximately40 miles to the west of
London,isfrom nowthe fourth pilot site togetherwith Madrid, Lisbonand Parma

ReadingBoroughCouncilis a unitary localauthority servingReadingn the Thames
Valley ReadingBoroughCouncilis responsiblefor the local servicesfor around
155,000 residents including education, planning and transport There are 16
wardsin the borough,eachrepresentedby three councilors

Readinghasa strong multimodal strategywith a supportiveenvironmentfor new
sustainable measures and aims at integrate SIMON system focusing the
enhancementof the navigationinformation serviceswhich closelyrelate to its
policies on open data, providing new servicesfor the disabled people as the
monitoring of reservedparkingplacescfree or occupiedparkingbays aswell as
supportinga fraud-free useof EUdisabledbadges

Thisnew SIMONpilot has already started its activities with the user group, to
inform about the project expectationsand to involve a number of volunteers
willingto participatein the demonstrations

Website www.readinggov.uk

Marian Marsh holdsa BAdegreein Geography(Leicester,
UK)and an MA in Town and RegionalPlanning(Sheffield,
UK) She is a chartered member of the Royal Town
PlanninglInstitute and the Charteredlinstitute of Logistics
and Transport She has over 17 & S | Bixpefiencein

TransportPlanningand Universitylecturing and currently
specialisesn sustainablemodes of travel and transport
choicesfor peoplewith disabilities Shecurrently worksas
a SeniorTransportPlannerfor ReadingdoroughCouncil

ChrisMaddockshasa BScdegreein Geographyand holds
the APM Project Managementqualification He has over
12 & S I ekpeflenceworking in transport planning for
central, regional and local government and the private
sector. Chris has a wide range of experience from
formulation of transport policy and strategies, project
managingthe developmentand implementationof major
local transport schemes, to scheme evaluation and
monitoring. He currently holds the position of Transport
PlanningManagerat ReadindgBoroughCouncil

CONTACT

You can stay in touch with the latest news
and activities of the&sSIMON project visiting
our website:

http://simon-project.eu/
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If you are interestedin the SIMON project
objectives and results, we want to

encourageyou to join us and to subscribe
to the newsletter. Youwill receiveupdated
information on the progressof the project
andwill be invited to the projectworkshops
viaemail

Of courseyou will alsoreceivethe current
and following versions of the electronic
project newsletter.

http://simon-project.eu/subscribeo-
newsletter/

SOCIAL NETWORKS

You can find us on

Facebook [ Share
https://www.facebook.com/SIMONSsolution

Twitter: % Tweet
https:// twitter.com/SIMONEUProject

LinkedIn ﬁ Share
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/SIMON

Project8191101

All partners, stakeholdersand interested
institutions and public are invited to
participatethroughthesechannels

& %
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